
Cranky Client, 7/21/14 An 87-year-
old man at Aegis of Moraga was
causing a disturbance with staff at
the assisted care facility.  Appar-
ently the gentleman wasn’t happy
with his meal the previous evening
and had argued with staff.  No phys-
ical altercation occurred, the fellow
calmed down and agreed to stay in
his room for the remainder of the
afternoon.  No details on any par-
ticular foodstuff offender in the po-
lice report.  Kale? Liver? Jello?

Elder fraud, 7/14/14 An 82-year-old
Camino Ricardo resident told po-
lice she received a phone call from
an unknown person who she be-
lieved was an acquaintance.  The
caller said he was involved in a traf-
fic accident in Florida and asked for
money to help him out.  The senior
citizen sent a total of $9,500.  She
contacted the actual acquaintance a
bit later – turns out he had not been
in an accident, or in Florida, re-
cently. The case is under investiga-
tion.

Dump truck theft, 7/20/14 Some-
time during the night an unknown
person removed a white 2005 Inter-
national dump truck without per-
mission while the vehicle was
parked on Moraga Way near School
Street.  Perhaps the thief is unaware
of the lousy gas mileage of such a
bruiser.

Found wallet, 7/19/14 A good citi-
zen drove to the Moraga police de-
partment to drop off a men’s brown
leather wallet she had found near
her residence.  The finder wasn’t
able to locate the loser.  Cops mailed
a notice to the wallet owner inform-
ing him that it had been found.  The
wallet was placed into evidence for
safekeeping.     

Car versus utility pole, 7/16/14
Around 10 p.m. cops received a re-
port of a collision on Canyon Road
near the Valle Vista Staging area.
The 16-year-old driver, who was
uninjured, swerved to avoid hitting
a deer and instead hit a utility pole.
Her parents were already at the
scene when police arrived.  Alcohol
and/or drugs do not appear to be a
factor in the accident; blame the
deer.  Replacement of the “telecom-
munications” (actual lingo in police
report) forced the closure of the
roadway until roughly 6:30 a.m.
The car was towed from the scene,
per the owner’s request, presumably
mom or dad.

Drunk woman, 7/15/14 Cops re-
sponded to a 911 call from a woman
at 2:30 a.m. who claimed she was
being held hostage at an unknown
address.  Police tracked down the
phone to Miramonte Gardens.
Turns out the woman was with a
lady friend and was extremely in-
toxicated and had possibly ingested
prescription medications.  She was
taken to John Muir Hospital by
MOFD.

In addition, the following other
crimes were reported between July
15 and July 22:
Traffic Incident Moraga Rd
False Alarm Rheem Bl

Laird Dr 
Larch Av

Welfare Check Baltusrol
Making Annoying Phone Calls 

Country Club Dr
Bench Warrant Moraga Rd 

Moraga Wy
Property to be Destroyed  

Natalie Dr (BB gun)
Unlawful Use of a License 

Moraga Wy
Domestic DisputeCamino Peral
Vandalism Larch Av
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Check online for agendas, meeting
notes and announcements
Town of Moraga:
www.moraga.ca.us
Phone: (925) 888-7022
Chamber of Commerce:
www.moragachamber.org
Moraga Citizens’ Network:
www.moragacitizensnetwork.org

Public Meetings
Civic News

Planning Commission
Monday, Aug. 18, 7 p.m.
Moraga Library, 1500 St. Mary’s Rd. 

Design Review
Monday, Aug. 25, 7 p.m.
Moraga Library, 1500 St. Mary’s Rd .

Town Council
Wednesday, Aug. 27, 7 p.m.
Joaquin Moraga Intermediate School,
1010 Camino Pablo

Moraga Police 
Department

Gary Bernie  &  Ken Ryerson

Gary Bernie
CalBRE#00686144

Ken Ryerson
CalBRE#01418309 

925.200.2222 Gary 925.878.9685 Ken
gabernie@pacunion.com ken@ryersonrealty.com

pacificunion.com | A Member of Real LivingLocal Knowledge of Lamorinda & Extraordinary Results

• 4 bedroom / 3 ½ baths • 2691 sq. ft. 
• Classic Orinda Rancher • Recently remodeled
• Private and peaceful setting • Close to BART 

Offered at $1,399,000   

253 Manzanita Drive, Orinda 

Please call 
for more 

information.

Residents Fight Downtown Development
By Sophie Braccini

Residents were frustrated when
the Design Review Board rec-

ommended the Moraga Center
Homes project for approval at its July
14 meeting.  Board member Gerald
Kirkpatrick made the case clear:
Under the Moraga Center Specific
Plan, which was approved in 2010,
the board’s hands are tied and all it
can do is check the conformity of the
project with the long-approved land
use rule.  But the group of protesting
residents, some of them calling them-
selves Moraga First, could not fathom
why staff and commissioners would
not be responsive to their concerns.

      
“Where were you four years ago

when the plan was approved?” Kirk-
patrick asked the residents who at-
tended the meeting.  The board
member explained that it took seven
years to approve the Moraga Center
Specific Plan, which was found to be
compliant with Moraga's General
Plan and all of the environmental im-
pacts were found acceptable for the
density of developments that were de-
fined.  As a result, when a project is
proposed for the area that is in com-
pliance with the Moraga Center Spe-
cific Plan, the impacts on traffic,
schools and infrastructure don't need
to be reviewed since that work has al-
ready been done.  “All we can do is
check the compliance of the project
with the Moraga Center Specific
Plan,” he repeated.

      
Most of the locals who attended

the meeting are residents of the Mor-
aga Country Club, which borders the
new project.  Recently the developer,
City Ventures, erected story poles on
the proposed site to outline the new
buildings, and the massing of the
project shocked some of them.  Dick
Olsen, who participated in the town’s
incorporation almost 40 years ago and
followed the development of the spe-
cific plan, explained, “The very rea-
son we incorporated Moraga was to
ensure that no such massive develop-
ment would ever be imposed. It is
ironic that as we are getting ready to
celebrate the anniversary of the incor-

poration, a project that would have
such devastating impact seems to be
on the fast track for approval.”

      
Other residents raised concerns

about parking, traffic, and private
views from their homes. Board mem-
ber John Glover raised a parallel con-
cern. “One of the things that is being
considered by the town right now ...
is view shed protection; and in fact the
story poles block the view from Mor-
aga Way, a scenic corridor, of the hill-
side behind it,” he argued. “Are we
acting too soon before the town gets
a chance to make determination about
view shed protection? This is going to
be a precedent.” 

      
The argument gave some steam

to the opposing group but it was
quickly dispelled by Shawna
Brekke-Read, the town’s planning
director, when she explained that the
town council adopted the Moraga
Center Specific Plan with allowable
heights up to three stories for that lo-
cation, and that staff must work with
existing regulations, not possible fu-
ture regulations.

      
Residents also pointed out that

the Moraga-Orinda Fire District ex-

pressed concern about homes being
built next door to one of its training
grounds.  The board decided to com-
ply with one of the fire district's rec-
ommendations and make sure that
new and subsequent buyers of the
Moraga Center homes receive full
disclosure about the potential un-
pleasantness that may be associated
with a training facility, such as noise
and smoke.

      
The last argument of the group

pertained to the Moraga Center Spe-
cific Plan itself.  “A concern of both
the cities of Orinda and Lafayette
was that increasing the number of
units was going to have significant
impact on traffic flow,” said Olsen.
“The response was that (what would
be built) would be small units for
seniors and that’s not the case here –
those are large units with two-car
garages.  I suggest to you that this is
not consistent with the pledge made
to the two other cities by the town.”  

      
Jerry Tanner said he supported

the development, but that it should
be smaller to better match its sur-
roundings, he suggested that only 25
homes, with more parking, be con-

structed on the site.  “If something
good does not come out of this pretty
quick, Moraga Country Club, which
is the biggest voting block in this
town, is going to rise up,” said an-
other resident who was on the club’s
board for six years.

      
Board members, with the excep-

tion of Glover, were not fazed by the
public comments. They congratu-
lated the developer for significantly
improving its design, going from 55
to 36 homes, adding architectural de-
tails and variations in the setback
along Moraga Way to create an ap-
pealing look.  They approved the de-
sign, with Glover opposed.  

      
The board’s recommendation

will go to the Planning Commis-
sion, possibly during the summer,
for approval.  The Moraga Town
Council will not review the project
unless it is appealed at that time.
There is still work to be done be-
fore anything is built, including de-
tailed architectural and landscaping
plans.  Moraga First plans to con-
tinue its campaign, challenging the
council to do something to stop, or
at least slow, the project.

A Specific Plan is Born
If you want to read more about the history of the Moraga Center Specific Plan, the following articles can be
found in our online archive; the first one appeared in Volume 1, issue 9 (three months into our first year of publi-
cation).

Environmental Impact Report:
Issue date June 13, 2007, “Moraga Center EIR Will Study 720 New Dwelling Units”  
www.lamorindaweekly.com/archive/issue0109/pdf/MoragaCenterEIRWillStudy720NewDwellingUnits.pdf

Visualizing and vetting the plan:
Issue date June 25, 2008, “Moraga Center Specific Plan Takes Shape: Community Input Needed”
www.lamorindaweekly.com/archive/issue0208/pdf/Moraga-Center-Specific-Plan-Takes-Shape-Community-
Input-Needed.pdf
Issue date April 29, 2009: “Specific Plan Approved by Moraga Planning Commission”
www.lamorindaweekly.com/archive/issue0304/Specific-Plan-Approved-by-Moraga-Planning-Commission.html

Approval of the plan by the Moraga Town Council is delayed:
Issue date Dec. 9, 2009, “Approval of Moraga Specific Plan Delayed”
www.lamorindaweekly.com/archive/issue0320/Approval-of-Moraga-Specific-Plan-Delayed.html
Issue date Dec. 23, 2009, “Ministerial Process Delays Specific Plan Approval”
www.lamorindaweekly.com/archive/issue0321/Ministerial-Process-Delays-Specific-Plan-Approval.html

The Moraga Town Council approves the Moraga Center Specific Plan:
Issue date Feb. 10, 2010 – “Ten Years in the Making” 
www.lamorindaweekly.com/archive/issue0324/Ten-Years-in-the-Making.html




